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Limitations on sales or production growth

Insufficient demand (domestic or foreign)

Shortage of skilled labour

Shortage of working capital/Limited cash flow

Limited physical space

Product distribution constraints

Shortage of unskilled, semi-skilled labour

Shortage of input products or raw materials

Shortage of equipment and technology

43

43

30

28

17

15

12

10

Major input cost constraints

Fuel costs
Tax, regulatory costs

Wage costs
Insurance costs

Electricity costs
Shipping and receiving costs

Occupancy costs (rent, mortgage, property taxes, upkeep)
Product input and raw material costs

Borrowing costs
Capital equipment, technology costs

Other energy costs

64

59

58

56

54

50

45

38

30

22

9

Full-time Staffing Plans

Oct-
202

5

Nov-
202

5

Dec-
202

5

Jan
-20

26

Feb
-20

26

Mar-
202

6

Apr-2
026

May-
202

6

Jun
-20

26

Jul
-20

26

Aug-
202

6

Sep
-20

26

14 12 13 12 15 15 19 17 16 15 16 16

14 14 16 12 9 6 6 10 10 9 8 13

Up Down

Responses: 133

  Business Barometer : Atlantic Region®

Source: CFIB, Your business outlook survey, February 2009 -September 2026
Note: All results are calculated as 3-month moving averages
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Limitations on sales or production growth
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Shortage of working capital/Limited cash flow

Insufficient demand (domestic or foreign)

Product distribution constraints

Shortage of unskilled, semi-skilled labour

Shortage of equipment and technology

Limited physical space

Shortage of input products or raw materials

43

43

42

29

28

25

22

6

Major input cost constraints
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Source: CFIB, Your business outlook survey, February 2009 - September 2026
Note: All results are calculated as 12-month moving averages.



Limitations on sales or production growth

Insufficient demand (domestic or foreign)

Shortage of skilled labour
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Major input cost constraints

Tax, regulatory costs
Electricity costs
Insurance costs

Fuel costs
Wage costs
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Business Barometer®: Prince Edward Island

Full-time Staffing Plans

Oct-
202

5

Nov-
202

5

Dec-
202

5

Jan
-20

26

Feb
-20

26

Mar-
202

6

Apr-2
026

May-
202

6

Jun
-20

26

Jul
-20

26

Aug-
202

6

Sep
-20

26

14 14 15 14 17 15 17 17 17 18 18 19

12 12 10 8 7 5 6

Up Down

Source: CFIB, Your business outlook survey, February 2009 - September 2026
Note: All results are calculated as 12-month moving averages.
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Major input cost constraints
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Business Barometer®: Nova Scotia
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Major input cost constraints
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Limitations on sales or production growth

Insufficient demand (domestic or foreign)

Shortage of skilled labour

Shortage of working capital/Limited cash flow

Limited physical space

Shortage of unskilled, semi-skilled labour

Product distribution constraints

Shortage of equipment and technology

Shortage of input products or raw materials

58

37

27

22

16

15

10

9

Major input cost constraints
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Note: All results are calculated as 3-month moving averages.
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Note: All results are calculated as 3-month moving averages
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Business Barometer®: British Columbia
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