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Don’t hike taxes to balance the 2017
Saskatchewan Budget

To: The Honourable Brad Wall, Premier of Saskatchewan
Honourable Kevin Doherty, Minister of Finance

cc: Canadian Federation of Independent Business Fax: 306 359-7623
Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA)

While pleased you are opposing a national carbon tax, ’'m concerned to hear your government may be
considering raising taxes to balance the 2017 Budget.

Saskatchewan’s advantage as a business-friendly province still exists, but I fear increasing taxes
will jeopardize this reputation.

I also recognize the fiscal challenges the province is facing because of declining revenues and am
pleased spending restraint is being implemented, like a hiring freeze. However, I worry you are also
reviewing the possibility of raising taxes.

Say ‘No’ to tax hikes & ‘Yes’ to significant spending restraint

Given the fiscal challenges, which of the following options should the government implement to balance its
budget? (% response)

Reduce spending (i.e. reduce the size of government through workforce 72
attrition, freeze government wages, etc)
Run a modest deficit in 2017-18 with a plan to balance its budget in
2018-19 56
Increase revenue through other non-tax measures (e.g. user fees) _ 21

Run a significant deficit in 2017-18 with a plan to balance its budget in 7
2019-20

Inarease provincial taxes to collect additional revenue - 7

ove [l -
Don't know . 4

There i no current need for the government to balance its budget I 1

Source: CFIB, Saskatchewan Pre-Budget Survey, November 2016

Please listen to business owners - There is no appetite for tax hikes!
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