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Figure 1 

Municipal Government Salary and Benefits Advantages (Per Cent Above 

Comparable Private Sector Wages) 

Source: CFIB (2015), Wage Watch: A comparison of public-sector and private-sector wages. 
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Figure 2 

Cumulative Growth in Population and Real Operating Spending in Canada’s 

Municipalities, 2001-2014 (in Per Cent) 

Sources: CFIB analysis of Statistics Canada, CANSIM Tables 380-0080 (expenditure), 326-0021 (Canada CPI) and 
051-0001 (population). 
Note: School boards are excluded 
 

Figure 3 

Cumulative Growth in Population and Real Operating Spending in Canada’s 

Municipalities, 2008-2012 (in Per Cent) 

Sources: CFIB analysis of Statistics Canada, CANSIM Tables 380-0080 and 385-0037 (municipal spending), 326-0021 
(CPI) and 051-0001 (population). 
Notes: (1) School boards are not included. (2) The definition of municipalities for Canada and the provinces are not 
identical. Data for Canada include spending of municipalities, while that for provinces also include other local public 
administrations (e.g. utilities, housing corporations). 
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i
 As indicated in CFIB’s latest Wage Watch report.  The study compares wages and benefits (i.e. pensions and the 
length of an average actual workweek) of 188 similar occupations in the municipal sector versus the private sector. 
For more information, please visit our website at cfib.ca/wagewatch. 

ii
 Calculated as the difference between the average municipal government workers salary on a per-hour basis—
including an excess pension benefit of 2.5 per cent—and the average salary of a comparable private sector worker 
on a per-hour basis. Only comparable occupations are included. 

http://cfib.ca/a6069e

